[Clemence, age 8 months, presents with hand swelling].
Sickle cell disease is a congenital haemolytic anaemia which is frequent in people of African origin. It is characterised by the production of hemoglobin S and has a recessive autosomal transmission. We present the case of a 8-month old girl presenting a swelling of the hands without fever or history of traumatism. She had 69.3% Hb S The swelling of the hands was a manifestation of the hand-foot syndrome, caused by infarction in the small long bones of hands and feet. It is associated with osteonecrosis, induration, swelling and erythema and generally occurs at the age of three to six months. It is one of the numerous complications of sickle cell disease which must be recognised without delay in order to implement preventive and curative treatment and reduce its morbidity and lethality.